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Preliminary Amendment 


Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 

Please enter the following amendments to the above-identified patent application prior to 
examination thereof: 


In the Claims : 

Please cancel claims 10, 1 1, and 16-66 without prejudice. 

Amend claims 1-3,8, 9, and 12-15 as indicated in Appendix A. The amended claims will 
then read as follows: 


1. A separation method comprising the steps of: 

(a) detecting, in a fluid having a surface and containing a plurality of localized volumes 


having a different acoustic impedance than the fluid, a single localized volume located 


sufficiently near the surface for ejection; 

(b) determining whether the single localized volume possesses one or more properties; 
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